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 demonstrate further understanding of problems related to literary 
historiography, particularly regarding periodisation and genre, and  

 demonstrate enhanced ability to critically analyse and evaluate literary texts and 
different types of literary studies.  

 
Course Content 
The course is mainly based on individually selected literary texts from a reading list. In 
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Hardy: Far From the Madding Crowd (1874); The Return of the Native (1878); The Mayor of 
Casterbridge (1886); Tess of the D'Urbervilles (1891); Jude the Obscure (1895) 
 
Walpole: The Castle of Otranto (1764) 
Mackenzie: The Man of Feeling (1771) 
Gibbons: The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (1776-88; read one-volume excerpts) 
Beckford: Vathec (1786) 
Burney: Evelina (1778); Cecilia (1782); Camilla (1796) 
Boswell: Life of Johnson (1791) 
Radcliffe: The Mysteries of Udolpho (1794); The Italian (1797) 
Lewis: The Monk (1796) 
Maria Edgeworth: Castle Rackrent (1800); The Absentee (1812)  
Mary Shelley: Frankenstein (1818) 
Charles Maturin: Melmoth the Wanderer (1820) 
William Makepeace Thackeray: Vanity Fair (1847-48); Henry Esmond (1852) 
Mrs. Gaskell: Cranford (1853); North and South (1855) 
Anthony Trollope: Barchester Towers (1857); The Way We Live Now (1875) 
George Meredith: The Ordeal of Richard Feverel (1859); The Egoist (1879) 
Wilkie Collins: The Woman in White (1860); The Moonstone (1868) 
Robert L. Stevenson: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886) 
Oscar Wilde: The Picture of Dorian Gray (1890) 
Rudyard Kipling: The Jungle Books (1894); Kim (1901) 
Samuel Butler: The Way of All Flesh (1903) 
 
Works from the anthology Popular Fiction by Women 1660-1730, ed. Paula Backscheider and 
John Richetti 
 
4) Non-novelistic Prose 
 
Chose from the complete prose selections in the Norton of the following writers: 
Wollstonecraft, Dorothy Wordsworth, Lamb, De Quincey, Carlyle, Newman, Mill, Ruskin, 
Huxley 
 
Longer works:  
 
Edmund Burke: The Sublime and the Beautiful (1757); Reflections on the Revolution  in France 

(1790) 
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John Henry Newman: Apologia pro Vita Sua (1864) 
T.H. Huxley: Evolution and Ethics (1893) 
 
5) Drama  
 
Oscar Wilde: The Importance of Being Earnest (1895; Norton) 
 
 

 Literary Criticism, Theory and History: 
 
Overview: 
 
Relevant sections in Sanders, Short Oxford History of English Literature 
All period and author introductions in the Norton Anthology 

 
Read at least three other critical or theoretical works related to the period, selected 
after consultation with your supervisor. 

 


